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30 October 2017  
 

The year is certainly moving quickly. I find it hard to believe that next week we will all 
stop with the rest of the nation for the running of the Melbourne Cup. Christmas 
decorations have appeared in shopping centres and our Year 12 students have just a 
few short weeks left with us. Term four is certainly a very busy one. Last week we had 
awards’ evenings in eight of our secondary schools – on the same night! Schools are 
also preparing liturgies and graduations, engaging in ongoing assessment in 
preparation for end of year reporting, conducting orientation days and finalising 2018 
enrolments on top of managing business as usual. I look forward to visiting several 
schools before the end of the year, including Christ the King School Deception Bay, 
Holy Spirit School Bray Park and St Columba’s School Wilston on the Remarkable 
Moments day at the end of next week. As commented in my message to you all on 
World Teachers’ Day, as we celebrate the learning journey we have travelled this year 
it is also important that we acknowledge and affirm the work of teachers who have 
enabled such rich learning to occur.  
 

It was good to have a small part to play in last week’s PoTENtial at Unity College 
Caloundra. This event, the first of its kind for us, engaged Year 10 potential leaders in 
stimulus and discussion around their potential as leaders – at school and into the 
future. Participants at Aquinas College Ashmore, St. Thomas More College Sunnybank 
and St. Mary's College Kingaroy used the latest WebEx and streaming technology to 
participate in the event at Unity College. As this was a first of its kind, it was just a 
small pilot event with a selection of schools invited to participate. Planning will now 
take place to look at its viability in 2018 and beyond.  
 

Brisbane Catholic Education 
celebrated a double at this year’s 
Queensland College of Teachers 
(QCT) Excellence in Teaching 
Awards as Queensland marked 
World Teachers’ Day. 
Congratulations to Dr Lyn 
Nothdurft from St Patrick’s 
College, Gympie who won the 
Outstanding Contribution to 
Teaching Award and Marymount 
College teacher Jane Greffe who 
took home the Dr Alan Druery 
Excellence in Teaching Award. 
These two inspirational teachers 
were among twenty-one state 
finalists. 

 

QCT Board Chair Emeritus Professor Wendy Patton congratulated each of the finalists 
on their exceptional skills and commitment to the teaching profession, which helped 
shape the future of the state. “Queensland is privileged to have outstanding teachers 
right across the state, in all sectors of schooling,” she said.      

Reflection 
 
 
True teachers are 
those who use 
themselves as bridges 
over which they invite 
their students to 
cross; then, having 
facilitated their 
crossing, joyfully 
collapse, encouraging 
students to create 
their own.  
 

Greek author Nikos 

Kazantzakis. 

State Education Minister Kate Jones, and award 
winners Jane Greffe and Dr Lyn Nothdurft with 
QCEC Executive Director Dr Lee-Anne Perry at 
the QCT Excellence in Teaching Awards 
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Congratulations Lyn and Jane on this public recognition of your dedication to teaching. 
To read more of their achievements, please see the news item on the KWeb 
homepage. 
 

At the end of Term 3, 18 schools successfully participated in School Readiness Testing 
in preparation for NAPLAN Online in May 2018.  Thank you to all staff and students 
who participated.  
 

Last week, St Andrew's Ferny Grove and All Saints Albany Creek participated in the 
Platform Readiness Testing (PRT). This testing will replicate a NAPLAN Online test 
experience and will include one NAPLAN domain: numeracy, reading, conventions of 
language, and writing. PRT aims to ensure the readiness of the national online  
assessment platform and will replicate the full functionality of a NAPLAN Online 
assessment including: 
 

• Student registration 
• Tailored testing 
• Automated essay scoring 
• Back-end data integration 
• Accessibility adjustments for students with disability 
• Reporting 
 
I encourage you to check Moving to NAPLAN Online on the Learning and Teaching 
portal regularly for the latest updates.  
 

Best wishes for the fortnight ahead 
Pam. 

https://kweb.bne.catholic.edu.au/LandT/NAPLANOnline/Pages/NaplanOnline.aspx

